
3 BLESSINGS BELIEVERS RECEIVE IMMEDIATELY AFTER DEATH

1. The souls of the believers at their death are made perfect in holiness.
Hebrews 12:22,23 says," You have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, 
the heavenly Jerusalem, to an innumerable company of angels........................ to the spirits of 
just men made perfect". This verse talks about the believers who are made perfect.
When are they made perfect?
Bible reveals as soon as the believers spirits leave their bodies at their death they are made perfect. God
by His Spirit and by the power of His sanctifying grace in a milli sec made them perfect in holiness. He puts
forth a concentrated degree of divine energy of Sanctifying grace that accomplishes more in a milli sec
than we know of sanctification in our whole life!
    Yes! The last day of a believer will be his/her best day. Can you imagine as a believer you will be made
perfect, never again will you feel the twinge of any sinful thoughts and completely rid of everything that
requires repentance.
 

Our Shorter Catechism tells us clearly the benefits, believers receive from Christ at death. 
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2. The souls of believers immediately pass into glory.
 It is because of this blessing Christ in John 14 said, “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe
in God, believe also in Me. In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would 
have told you. I go to prepare a place for you". 
We will not understand what glory means till we reach heaven. It is a perfect state of bliss which 
consists in the accumulation and heaping together all the good things, a place of perfect and 
full joy which immortal souls are capable of enjoying.
Apart from the absence of all sinful and painful problems; there are 2 things that will make 
us perfectly blissful in glory.
i) The presence of God. We shall be with God and Christ 
ii) The company of perfected Saints and Angels. 

3. The bodies of believers being still united to Christ, do rest in their graves till the resurrection.
   It is the privilege of the believers that their bodies will be in union with Christ by faith. Since the believers
body is also united to Christ, their graves are like beds of ease, where their bodies lie in safety till they
shall be awakened in the morning of the resurrection.
This would be a complete perfect rest- rest from labour, troubles of life, fear and sinful world.

What happens to
believers

immediately
after death?

 - Pastor Murali

https://grbcindia.files.wordpress.com/2021/06/what-happens-to-believers-immediately-after-death-1.mp3
https://grbcindia.files.wordpress.com/2021/06/what-happens-to-believers-immediately-after-death-1.mp3


His life is a display of God’s marvelous saving grace. God by his sovereign will, elects, calls and saves
whomever he wills, no matter how wretched sinful they are. Salvation is by grace through faith and
not by our works. Augustine could have never saved himself; his life was so anti-Christian until God
worked in his heart through the reading of his word. Therefore, we need to trust in God and share the
gospel to all people. No one is beyond the reach of God’s grace. 
We as parents, have a huge responsibility to pray for the salvation of our children. Though it’s God’s
will to save whom he has chosen but when we pray, he often uses our prayer as a means to save his
chosen elect. We need to continuously pray for the salvation of our children.
Be always ready to defend the inerrancy, infallibility and sufficiency of the word of God as the only
source of truth and everything else should be tested by the word of God. Augustine was always ready
to stand for the truth be it during the pelagian controversy or against other philosophical cults that
was prevalent during his days.

Learnings:

In our Men’s weekly call, we’ve been looking at the church's history. We came across many heroes of faith
from the early church period, whom we dearly call as Early church fathers. Among those giants, one
really stands out for sure is Augustine, the Bishop of Hippo famously called Saint Augustine.
  
He is the father of the reformation. St. Augustine was born in A.D. 354 in the town of Thagaste in North
Africa to a pagan father and a Christian mother named Monica. His moral life was characterized by a
series of mistresses, one of which bore him an illegitimate son. Spiritually, Augustine spent time
following both Neo-Platonism and Manicheism, both were strongly anti-Christian philosophies.

Despite all these things, Monica spent years praying for her son. Eventually, he came to admire the
preaching of Ambrose of Milan because of Ambrose’s skill as a rhetorician. One day, Augustine was
spending time in a garden feeling hopeless over his immoral lifestyle. It is said that he heard a girl’s voice
(though apparently, no girl was present) saying, “take up and read.” Upon hearing the voice, Augustine
began reading from Romans 13:13–14 and placed his faith in Christ.

Augustine became bishop of Hippo in 395 and exerted an enormous influence on the church. He argued
against the British monk Pelagius who denied original sin and said that a person did not need special
grace in order to be saved. Augustine’s work on the Trinity became very influential in the history of
Christian theology. His Confessions is one of the most important autobiographies ever written. 
In the Augustine’s City of God, he reminded the church that though the kingdoms of this world may rise
and fall, the kingdom of God will never end. In 430, Augustine died and went to be with his savior. 

Hero of Faith - Saint Augustine

 - Vinoth



Bible women character study was very helpful to me. I learnt very clearly and in detail about each
character. How to live in obedience to God, how to strengthen myself in faith, how to honor God's
servants, how to eloquently tell the truth to others, how to live in obedience to my husband and to
lead the children in the way of God and to pray for their repentance were the key lessons which I
learnt. This meeting was a great blessing to me and my family. I thank God and our Pastor for

guiding me in the way of truth. 
-  Graci Francis

Rebekah

The systematic study of a woman's character in the Bible helped me to know how to abide in the Lord and
live a life pleasing to the Lord. This meeting helped me to know the secrets of the Lord which is

incomprehensible and apply them to my life and walk as per His word. 
- Sindhu Ganesh

Women's call was an enlightening experience for me, when this started I was not sure about what we
are going to learn from the character but through the journey I learnt a lot as to how to be a biblically

sound woman and lot of lessons to implement in my life.
 - Daisy Devanand

 

I'm blessed to have my Church weekly women's call, we started off with the Bible women character study,
which was a great blessing for me. I learnt many things as to what to follow and what to avoid to lead a
true Christian life. The character study is helping me a lot in my personal life to draw closer to God and

stay humble. I easily relate to the study to overcome any situation in my life and to stay strong in faith and
in the promise of the Lord. 

-Shanthi Elias

Women's call is very helpful to me. Studying different Bible women characters was a blessing. I
learnt a lot from both the negative and the positive women characters. I am trying to apply them

practically in my life. I am so thankful for these calls and thank my Pastor for this initiative.
-Lourd Thomas 

Women at GRBC started our weekly Bible study by studying the women characters both from the
old and new testament. It was a beautiful journey studying each character in detail. Here are few

thoughts from our Sisters about this journey which has brought many changes in their life.



Many throughout the world are now experiencing fear and anxiety due to coronavirus. The
last 2 years have been a rollercoaster ride for the entire world.  We were on lockdown; we

couldn’t go to church, step out for our favourite food or go on a family trip. 
No one knew when one would get affected with the virus and die. Many close relatives and

friends were being affected by the virus and even died. 
 

We fear death, but what if dying isn't as bad as we think?  
When the whole world was panicking, how did we as youth stay strong?  

Death is a beginning of new life. For a believer, death is a blessing.  
We learnt about the beauty of heaven during the pandemic. Heaven is the most beautiful

and precious place a person could go to. There will be no more curse, no night, no thirst, no
hunger, no pain or tears in Heaven. What a blessing it is for sinners like us!! The greatest

blessing for a person would be to witness Christ. We not just get to see Him, but we also get
to be with Him. 

All this kept the fear of death away from us. We are mesmerized by just hearing how
heaven is. Who would fear to witness it?

The only way to overcome fear is by faith in Jesus Christ!
Therefore, let us not fear death in this passing world, instead have Faith in God and long

for Heaven where we have the full enjoyment of God. 
Fear is real, but the perfect love of God casts out all fears. So fear not! Fix your minds and

hope on the Eternal God.
 

Travelling in the path of faith!
 

-GRBC YOUTH



Sanjay My favourite character is Eve.
She is the mother of all living things.

Eve helped Adam to take care of the garden of Eden.
God made Eve happy and holy

My favourite character is Jesus.
As a child, Jesus was very obedient to his parents.

He loved the word of God and preached 
the truth wherever he went.

My favourite Bible Character...
My favourite Bible character is Peter.

He was a faithful Disciple of Christ. I like his boldness. 
He preached the word of God boldly. 

He loved Christ a lot. 

Rebekah
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I will praise You, O LORD, with my whole heart; I will show
forth all Your marvelous works.

 I will be glad and rejoice in You; I will sing praise to Your
name, O Most High.”Psalm 9:1-2

 
I am filled with gratitude as I write this note and want to

borrow David’s words in praising God.  Like David says this
magazine sets forth marvelous works of God he has been

doing among us.  I am filled with gladness as I think about
what worthless men and women we were wallowing in the sea

of vanity in this world living without God, hope or any
purpose in life.  How uselessly we would have wasted our lives

and days perishing in sin.  But God marvelously not only
saved us through His grace, but gifted us by His Spirit to

serve him in his church and uses us in building of His eternal
kingdom.  What a privilege!

 
 
 

People ask me curiously how do you get time to manage a full-time office work, family, and
then all the pastoral responsibilities and preaching.  Let me tell you it sometimes becomes

terrible!But I wouldn’t trade this for anything else.  Our gentle and merciful Saviour always
has an encouraging, sanctifying, and motivating word every week to my soul.  His word and

grace is secret of my energy!  I only regret being unable to do much more in the service of such
a gracious Lord.  

 
Let us all serve our Master whole heartedly who voluntarily set His face as a flint towards

Jerusalem to give himself to be betrayed, mocked, scourged, spat upon, and crucified.
 

From the Pastor's desk............

Editors
Asha Regene

Sindhu Vinoth
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In a day when systematic Bible

preaching is rare, follow the below
map to find 

•Sincere and pure expository Bible
preaching verse by verse.  

•Thought provoking and heart
changing messages.

•Worship according to the word of
God. 

•Focused Ministries for
development of Men, Women,

Youth, Children. 
•A church sincerely desiring to

glorify God
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