
GRACE REFORMED BAPTIST CHURCH
A P R I L  2 0 2 1  -  I S S U E  1

 ‘PRIDE’ is the first and mother of all sins.  On the other hand ‘HUMILITY’ is the mother of all graces. 
Matthew  18:1-5 teaches us 3 important lessons on ‘Humility’.

  1. Humility needed to enter the Kingdom of heaven.
St. Augustine rightly said, Pride is the commencement of all sins. It is the greatest sin in our Spiritual life. When
we read Matthew 18, we see there was an argument which was going on for a while among the disciples as to
Who was the greatest? The Lord knowing the deep intentions of their hearts replies in Matt 18:3, 'Assuredly, I say
to you, unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of
heaven’. He explains this by giving a live demonstration calling a little child. We must observe the words which
Jesus uses in this passage, he says ‘Assuredly’ which means unless we become like a child, unless we repent and
recognise that our direction toward the Kingdom is wrong, we will not enter the Kingdom of heaven. He says
that we must have the conversion like a little child; the condition of a little child -it’s helpless state. Not the
subjective inherent virtue but the outward objective – the inability of the child, it’s dependence, weakness and
the helplessness of the child. We must be aware of our vulnerable weak state and seek change, repent to the
extent like a dependable child, utterly depending on God.

  2. After entering the Kingdom, Humility which we must have within ourselves.
How should we see ourselves after entering the Kingdom of Heaven? Matthew 18:4, 'Therefore whoever humbles
himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven'. The path to greatness in the Kingdom of
Heaven is 'Humility' and Jesus says this we must learn from the little children. In our society, children are often
not considered important, they are always looked after and not looked upto. Our status in the Kingdom of
Heaven should be like this children considering that we are nothing, insignificant and invisible. A man who
learns that he is utterly dependent on the grace of God, realising his lowliness, considering himself as a child
depending on the Lord, only he will be the greatest in the Kingdom because the King of this Kingdom works
through empty and broken vessels.

 3.Humility manifested with our fellow members in the Kingdom.
Humility takes its progression here by the way we treat our brother/sister. Matthew 18:5 we see Jesus takes the
child in his arms and teaches the next step to humility - how we must treat or display ourselves with others. The
word 'receiving'  is implied to humility in this context. When we enter with Humility and think low about
ourselves, then we treat others just the way Jesus wants them to be treated. A true humble spirit leads to the
concern of others.
Vs 5 – 'Even if we receive one child like this'– Jesus valued one child to the greatest extent.  The way we treat our
fellow members in the Kingdom is the way we treat Jesus.

-Pastor Murali



Men at GRBC have been studying the
1689 London Baptist confession of faith,
systematically for the last 2 years. It
consist of 32 chapters, which can be
sub-classified into four titles.  
Chapter 1-8 The foundations of Christian
thought  
Chapter 9-20 Experimental religion –
Salvation applied 
Chapter 21-30 The Divine institutions 
Chapter 31-32 The world to come 

GRBC Men are so blessed to attend the APT
sessions conducted by Pastor. Bala. These
meetings happen twice a year for 3 days,
where all the men of our fellowshipping
church also attend the session. Different topics
are covered in these sessions to prepare the
men for profound preaching.  Due to Covid
reasons,  the sessions this year were
conducted through Zoom in the month of Jan
and March. The topic covered was; ' How to do
a Reformed exegetical expository and
applicatory preaching?' It really helped all the
brothers in understanding how true biblical
preaching should be. 

I am part of Grace Reformed Baptist Church -
Bangalore for the last 10 years. This church

emphasises on God's word and teach us the
truth systematically. I had no Bible

knowledge before attending this church, only
after coming here I started understanding

God's word and His Holiness. I was blessed to
be part of the men's study every Thursday

where we studied the 1689 Baptist confession
of faith systematically picking up para by

para , discussing it with our fellow brothers
and receiving valuable feedback from my

Pastor which helped me to understand
scripture in the right theological framework. 

 
This study has also helped me to understand
the Sermons easily when it is preached in the
Church. In my personal life, I am able to apply

the study and through the help of the Holy
Spirit I am able to repent of my remaining

sins. Our Confession has been a great
guidance to teach my family and also a
witness to unbelievers. I thank God for

creating this opportunity in our church which
is a source of blessing not only to me but to all
my fellow brothers. I appreciate all the efforts

taken by our dear Pastor in grooming us
through this study.

Bro.Francis
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A Journey through 1689
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Gospel Outreach - Visit to the homes of
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Women's Fellowship - March 2021

Women's Prayer Cell - Every Wednesday

https://grbcindia.com/2021/03/29/jochebed/
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The purpose of the Shorter Catechism is to educate people in the Reformed faith.
The Catechism is in a question and answer format as a way to help us learn the
meaning of the material, rather than simply memorizing the Lord's Prayer, Ten
Commandments etc. It comprises of 107 questions. The young people of GRBC

began their journey exploring these questions by referring to the commentaries of
different Puritans and sharing their inputs in the weekly call every Wednesday.

They began this journey on 29th January 2019 and completed it successfully on 8th
July 2020

Going through the Shorter Catechism was a great experience for me. By meditating this, I got the full
understanding of God which helped me to worship Him in a right way. I learnt how to obey the commandments
given by the Lord and to walk in them, what is prayer, what words should we apply in prayer, how to praise Him
and what are the things to be in prayer. I understood why the New Covenant is important and how to follow it.

This Catechism helped me understand the scripture more clearly. 
 - Aancy

 The journey of studying the Catechism was one of the best decision which was offered to us by our Pastor. 
 Though Catechism was amazing like an icing cake, it wasn't a cake walk to complete. It required a lot of effort

and consistency to understand and complete 107 questions. We could do it only because of God's grace, our
pastor’s guidance and our fellow member’s motivation. It was a beautiful journey of nearly 2 years with the

puritans like Matthew Henry, John Flavel, James Fisher and my favourite Thomas Watson. What we learnt is like a
drop of water from an ocean. Eager to learn more about the infinite God and to walk towards our chief end which

is to GLORIFY God. 
- A. Grace Elizabeth

 

 At first, I thought how will studying question and answer help me grow more in my spiritual life but when I
started to see the depth of those answers they made me think a lot, read a lot, and made me love God more and
more. This happened purely by the grace of God and the guidance of our pastor. Studying theology and knowing
about God more is the key to our life. It not only helps our spiritual thinking it helps in our logical thinking when

we understand about God the Almighty and nothing he created is above us. The shorter catechism is the best
for the foundational blocks of our knowledge of God. This took some time to complete but after the journey, I

was able to structure my Christian life properly and was able to know what my Chief end is.
- Stephen. D

 
Initially when we started Shorter Catechism the only thing I knew was that there is a long way to go. Never

thought I would complete 107 questions successfully. This is only because of the grace of God and guidance and
encouragement of our Pastor. Learnt a lot of biblical topics in a reformatory point of view. This has made a lot of

improvement in the way I understand the biblical terms used in the sermons as we had studied in depth about it
with the help of puritan commentaries. Shorter Catechism has helped me to build my foundation much stronger.

- Christina A
 

It was a beautiful journey to learn & understand the undeniable truth and to have a firm grip on true gospel. It
taught me God’s moral will for the lives of his believing people. It opened my eyes, mind and heart to discover

my own purpose. We thank God for all the wisdom he gave us to understand and also very thankful to our pastor
for guiding us throughout this wonderful journey.

- A. Prarthana
 

From the Graduates...

Youth CornerYouth Corner
Shorter Catechism



When there arose an issue in the food distribution among
the Hellenist and Hebrews; that the Hellenist widows are
being ignored while food distribution. Apostles choose
seven Godly, wise men, full of Spirit to assist in the food
distribution. Stephen was one among the seven, chosen.
Stephen, a man full of God's grace and power, did great
wonders and miraculous signs among the people. 
Some of the Jewish leaders were arguing with Stephen
about what he taught. They just couldn’t stop him from
preaching, so they secretly told the men to say that, they
had heard Stephen say offensive words against God. The
Jewish leaders got the people all worked up and Stephen
was brought to the Jewish council. 
They had false witnesses come in and tell lies about him.  
The high priest asked if this was true and Stephen began
by telling the council about Moses, how God delivered
the Israelites. He talked about Abraham, Joseph and his
father Jacob; how they were saved from the famine by
God. He talked about David. Though he shared all this to
the council, they were stubborn, they knew about God
but they wanted to do what they felt like instead of what
God asked to do. 
The men shouted out and plugged their ears! They ran at
Stephen and took him out of the city to stone him. The
men that were witnesses in the temple were by law
supposed to throw the first stones. Those witnesses laid
their coats at the feet of Saul. 
The clothes they laid at Saul’s feet would have been the
outer coat that would get in the way when they heaved
the rocks at Stephen. 
As the people were stoning him, Stephen called to
Jesus -“receive my spirit”. Stephen was ready to go
to heaven with Jesus, he asked Him to forgive them
for what they were doing to him. 
People left Jerusalem and went to other countries
telling about Jesus. 
Saul was very destructive for the church. He went
into people’s homes and dragged men and women
to prison. He approved of Stephen getting stoned to
death. And, those who were Christians went
everywhere preaching the word. 
Application:
1) We should be like Stephen, Godly, wise and be
always ready to serve others. 
2) We should always obey God and stand for the
truth, no matter even if we’re persecuted for that. 
3) We should always be ready to forgive even our
enemies like Jesus forgave his enemies even on
the cross. 

full the a man faith of and
 Spirit Stephen Holy was
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Stoning of Stephen

GRBC kids enacting the scene
Stoning of Stephen
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